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RANKING THE STATES FROM HAPPIEST TO LEAST CHEERFUL
By Randolph E. Schmid
Associated Press — Dec 2009

A new study found that people who report more satisfaction with their lives live in states that score well
on things like good schools, low crime and short commuting time, perhaps a first objective look at why
some states are happier than others.

The state-by-state list, from happiest to least cheery:
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33. Nebraska

34. West Virginia
35. Kentucky

36. Washington
37. District of Columbia
38. Missouri

39. Nevada

40. Maryland

41. Pennsylvania
42. Rhode Island
43. Ohio

44. Massachusetts
45. lllinois

46. California

47. New Jersey
48. Indiana

49. Michigan

50. Connecticut
51. New York

Study: Economists Andrew J. Oswalk of the University of Warwick in England and Stephen Wu of
Hamilton College in Clinton, NY. Analyzed a survey of 1.3 milion people across the country conducted by
the Centers for Disease Control and prevention, collected over a four year period.



